Familial arachnoid cysts.
Arachnoid cysts are a relatively common incidental finding on neuroimaging studies of the brain. Although most cases are sporadic, there have been some reports of arachnoid cysts in several members of the same family. This report describes two additional families with three members affected in each one. Both families had members with arachnoid cysts in two consecutive generations. In one of the families, arachnoid cysts were associated with a deletion in the long arm of chromosome 16, an association not described previously. These descriptions suggest that in some cases arachnoid cysts may have a genetic basis.